290                         " THE TILSIT PEACE "

It was now March 5. The treaty of peace had been signed
at Brest and, the terms thereof had been broadcast through-
out Russia. Indignation and war fever were spreading
on all sides, fanned by the Social Revolutionaries of the
Left and Bukharin's group, in the columns of the Kom-
munisL Lockhart's appeal of the 2nd had elicited from the
British Government a further qualified statement of willing-
ness to aid the Bolsheviks, but coupled with the reminder
that thus far the Soviet Government had done nothing but
issue proclamations which had " not caused the Germans
to withdraw or the Russians to fight "-1 Over Petrograd
were brilliant blue skies; the air was crisp and sparkling,
but at Smolny the atmosphere was tense with impending
danger.

Trotsky conferred with Raymond Robins. " Do you
still want to beat the peace ? " he asked. " The time has
come to be definite. We have talked and talked about help
from America. Can you produce it ? Can you get a definite
promise from your Government ? If you can, we can even
now beat the peace. I will oppose ratification, at Moscow,
and beat it."

" You have always opposed ratification", replied
Robins. " The question is, what about Lenin ? He is on
the other side, and, frankly, it is he, not you, who is running
this show."

" You are mistaken ", cried Trotsky. " Lenin realizes
that the threat of the German advance is so great that if
he can get economic co-operation and military support
from the Allies, he will refuse the Brest peace, retire, if
necessary, from both Petrograd and Moscow to Ekaterin-
burg, re-establish the front in the Urals, and fight with
Allied support against the Germans."

" Will he say so ? "

" He will."

" In writing ? "
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